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Executive Director’s Message
Wy-Kan-Us-Mi Wa-Kish-Wit: The Tribal Fish Restoration Plan

The Columbia River ecosystem is a 
complex and dynamic landscape that is 
constantly changing. As time passes and 
the Columbia River landscape changes, the 
issues that we face in salmon recovery also 
change. That is why it was important for 
CRITFC and the tribes to revisit Wy-Kan-
Ush-Mi Wa-Kish-Wit, the Columbia River 

anadromous fish restoration plan of the Nez Perce, Warm 
Springs, Umatilla, and Yakama tribes. 

Originally completed in 1995, Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi 
Wa-Kish-Wit provides a framework for restoring 
fish populations to the entire Columbia River Basin. 
While the original plan set in to motion a number 
of technical and institutional recommendations, it 
became clear that the tribal restoration plan needed 
to be updated to deal with new challenges that we 
couldn’t have anticipated 18 years ago. 

The new supplemental update accomplishes a 
few things. It describes the progress of the original 
plan, outlines needed modifications to the original 
institutional and technical recommendations, and 
identifies and addresses new challenges currently 
facing fish populations and their recovery. 

The updated Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi Wa-Kish-Wit 
expands upon its original recommendations to 
address climate change impacts on fish populations 
and tribal lands, places water quality issues as a 
priority for the tribes, and challenges the region to 
address predation concerns associated with sea lions 
at Bonneville Dam and the large number of birds 
currently residing along the Columbia River and in its 
estuary.

The management and restoration of fish 
populations throughout the Columbia River Basin 
requires us to be adaptable to the changing landscape 
of the Columbia River. That is why it became necessary 

for us to revisit Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi Wa-Kish-Wit. The tribes 
continue to be leaders in salmon recovery efforts for the 
entire Columbia River Basin and Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi Wa-
Kish-Wit is the latest example of that leadership. 

The update will be available on the CRITFC website 
in mid-January. Please feel free to contact CRITFC at 
wwupdate@critfc.org with any questions. 

The Dipnetter

The homepage for the the new Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi Wa-Kish-Wit website 
features explainations of what the plan is, how it is a reflection of tribal 
cultural values and scientific expertise, and examples of successes the 
tribes have had in implementing it.

Paul Lumley
Yakama
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Leotis McCormack · McCoy Oatman 
Samuel Penney · Quintin Ellenwood 
Larry Greene · Herb Jackson 
Wilfred Scott · Timothy Wheeler
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Warm Springs

 
Bruce Jim, Vice-chairman 
Kahseuss Jackson Scott Moses  
Carlos Smith · Jonathan Smith 
Ryan Smith · Emerson Squiemphen  
Donnie Winishut Sr
(541) 553-3257

Yakama

 
Gerald Lewis, Secretary
Raymond Colfax · Richard George 
Johnny Jackson · Sam Jim Sr 
Virgil Lewis Sr · Wilbur Slockish Jr
(509) 865-5121

Umatilla

N. Kathryn Brigham, Treasurer
James Marsh · Ken Hall  
Vince Sohappy · Chris Williams
(541) 276-3165

Fishing Site Clean-up  
Closures
Michael Broncheau, critfc fishing site maint. manager

Over the past two winters, twelve treaty fishing access 
sites were closed for extensive clean-up and repairs. The 
2013-2014 clean-up will began in November and will run 
through March.

During each closure, the maintenance crew will 
remove trash, abandoned property, and temporary 
structures; repair facilities, plumbing, and electrical 
systems; maintain the landscaping; and other repairs as 
necessary. Any personal and titled property left on 
a site during its designated clean-up period will be 
disposed of. 

The closure schedule:

 ˠ Crow Butte (Nov 1-15, 2013) completed

 ˠ Alderdale (Nov 18-Dec 6, 2013) completed

 ˠ Pine Creek (Dec 9-27, 2013) completed

 ˠ Stanley Rock (Jan 6-17, 2014)

 ˠ North Bonneville (Jan 20-Feb 7, 2014)

 ˠ Wyeth (if needed) (Feb 10-21, 2014)

 ˠ Dallesport (if needed) (Feb 24-Mar 14, 2014)

If you use any of these sites, please remove your 
personal and titled property to help speed the work and 
prevent any unexpected losses. 

While a site is closed for the maintenance, all other 
access sites, including the five in-lieu sites, will remain 
open for use and will be maintained on a normal weekly 
schedule. 

Future of Our Salmon Conference
The goal of the Future of Our Salmon Conferences is 

to facilitate dialogue between fish resource co-managers 
and other interested parties in an quest for a unified 
vision of salmon restoration in the Columbia River Basin. .

The next Future of Our Salmon conference is 
scheduled for April 23-24 at the Oregon Convention 
Center. The 2014 conference these is restoring fish 
passage to historical locations throughout the Columbia 
River Basin, particularly for salmon, lamprey, sturgeon, 
and bull trout. Out of this conference, we intend to 
develop a unified strategy to restore fish passage that 
allows Columbia River Basin fish to return to their entire 
historical range.

The conference is for federal, tribal, First Nation, 
state, provincial, and local government representatives; 
Indian, sport, and commercial fishers; environmental 
organizations; and anyone else interested in restoring 
healthy, sustainable populations of anadromous and 
resident fish throughout the Columbia River Basin

Visit www.critfc.org/future for more information on 
the conference. 

The Wyeth Treaty Fishing Access Site. Dedicated in 2012, this was 
the second-to-last site completed by the Corps of Engineers.



2014 pre-season salmon run forecasts
Stuart Ellis, critfc harvest biologist

The US v. Oregon Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) has completed some of 
its 2014 preseason forecasts. The forecasts 
for upriver spring and summer chinook and 
sockeye look good.

These forecasts, however, serve only as 
guidance in planning early season fisheries; 
the actual runs can vary significantly from 
the forecast. Treaty and non-treaty fisheries 
are both managed according to abundance-
based harvest rates that are adjusted as the 
run comes in, not on the forecasts. These 
forecasts are expectations of upriver fish at the 
Columbia River mouth. 

There is always concern about the accuracy 
of the forecasts along with concerns that the 
forecasts are too high. Spring and summer 
chinook returns in particular are very difficult 
to predict because they consist of fish from 
throughout the entire basin and we don’t know 
where they go in the ocean or even if different 
runs go to different locations in the ocean.

 

TAC will probably begin to update the actual 
run size in early May around the time when 
we expect about half the run to have passed 
Bonneville Dam. 

Another aspect of the spring run that has 
generated a lot of concern is the run timing. 
There has been a trend in the last decade for 
the run to often be slow to get started at 
Bonneville and for the mid-point of the run 
to occur later. In the 1990’s on average 25% of 
the run had passed Bonneville by April 17 and 
on average 50% of the run had passed by April 
27. Since 2000, on average 25% of the run has 
passed Bonneville by April 25 and the average 
50% date has shifted to May 5. We have seen 
runs that have not reached their 50% date 
until as late as May 12. No one knows exactly 
what all the factors are in this run timing shift. 
It has probably been caused by a number of 
things. The end of the run has not really seen a 
significant shift in timing. The spring chinook 
have usually almost all passed Bonneville by 
early to mid June. 

2013 forecast 2013 return 2014 forecast

SPRING CHINOOK
Total Upriver Spring Chinook 141,400 123,100 227,000

Numbers from select runs:

Upriver Columbia (originating upstream of Priest Rapids Dam)

—Hatchery 12,700 14,400 20,400

—Wild 1,600 3,600 3,700

Snake River spring/summer
—Hatchery 39,300 45,400 82,800

—Wild 18,900 21,900 42,200

SUMMER CHINOOK
Upper Columbia
(hatchery and wild)

73,500 67,600 67,500

SOCKEYE
Total Sockeye 180,500 186,200 347,100

Numbers from select runs:

Wenatchee 44,600 53,000 63,400

Okanogan 134,500 132,000 282,500

Snake River 1,250 1,140 1,240
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Text “critfc” 
to the number 
55958 to start 
getting fishery 
announcements 
on your cell phone.

It’s free!

Two years ago, CRITFC and the non-profit group 
Freshwaters Illustrated began a video project to tell the 
story of lamprey. Together, they produced “The Lost Fish,” 
a 30-minute documentary on the plight of Pacific lamprey 
highlighting this unique fish and featuring the tribes’ 
efforts to restore lamprey populations.

After an unveiling at the Nez Perce Tribe, CRITFC and 
Freshwaters Illustrated have been taking “The Lost Fish” to 
each of the reservations for community screenings. With 
three of the screenings complete, we will be traveling to 
Warm Springs in early January.

The response from these screenings has been 
overwhelming. Once the tribal screenings have been 
completed, we will explore the distribution of the 
documentary to a broader audience throughout the region.  

 ˠ List of Public Screenings:
•	 August 1, Nez Perce Tribe
•	 November 16, Umatilla Tribe
•	 December 9, Yakama Nation
•	 January 13, Warm Springs Community 

Wellness Center, 6:00pm

The Lost Fish

One of the featured people in the film is the late Nez Perce elder 
and tireless lamprey advocate Elmer Crow. In this scene from the 
film, Elmer watches his grandson Dane return a lamprey to the 
South Fork Salmon River in Idaho, a river where no lamprey had 
been observed returning to since 1972. Elmer passed away in July 
while successfully rescuing Dane, who had been swept into the 
Snake River.


