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A New Treaty for a New Era
Paul Lumley, critfc executive director

The Columbia River Treaty between the United States 
and Canada has been a hybrid of fears and profits since its 
ratification in 1964. Narrowly designed for flood control 
and optimized hydropower production, the treaty has 
locked in 1960s priorities that do not reflect the modern 
values and considerations of our time.

Over the course of the half-century since the treaty 
was made, the region’s measure of the Columbia River 
basin’s benefits has evolved to encompass uses that 
extend beyond power production and aggressive flood 
control. Regional and national values, as reflected in laws 
such as the Endangered Species Act, have expanded to 
include healthy fish populations and healthy ecosystems. 
Ecological requirements are not included in the current 
treaty, but now is the time to move them into the 
limelight.

Before the treaty’s 50-year control of the river gives 
way to a new era, a progressive regional recommendation 
must be put forth that reflects this evolution of societal 
values. A modernized treaty should provide equally for 
ecosystem requirements, hydropower operations and 
flood-risk management. Working through the treaty 
review process, the region must look beyond the narrow 
approach employed 50 years ago and take a broad look 
at what the river needs. Equal consideration of improved 
spring migration of salmon, seasonal flushing of the 
estuary, resident fish requirements and salmon passage at 
all historic locations are all needs of the Columbia River 
basin to include in a new treaty.

Let’s move beyond our fears of flooding and begin a 
new conversation on flood-risk management. Flooding 
is a natural process that benefits the estuary and cannot 
always be prevented. The 1948 Vanport Flood, often used 
as a scare tactic to defend the current treaty, would not 
have been prevented even with the Columbia River Treaty 
dams in place. New approaches to flood-risk management 
can provide lower-river benefits without creating havoc in 
upriver reservoirs.

The Northwest region is scheduled to make a 
recommendation to the U.S. State Department by year’s 
end on the future of the Columbia River Treaty. The U.S. 
and Canada will address several major issues, including the 
sharing of risks and benefits. The Columbia basin tribes 
will work to include river health as a regional benefit, not 
something to be negotiated away.

The United States has a monumental opportunity to do 
the right thing for the Columbia basin’s fish populations. 
The tribes are steadfast in our belief that the Columbia 
basin ecosystem — ignored 50 years ago — must be 
incorporated this time around.

The salmon and other natural resources are depending 
on all of us as stewards of their future. Let’s make sure 
that the next Columbia River Treaty is a treaty of our time 
and our values. 

—This op-ed from CRITFC Executive Director Paul Lumley 
appeared in the Oregonian on 4 May 2013.
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Mica Dam spans the Columbia River 80 miles north of Revelstoke, 
British Columbia. It was one of three Canadian dams called for 
under the terms of the 1964 Columbia River Treaty. Mica Dam is 
one of the largest earth fill dams in the world and is the furthest 
upstream dam on the Columbia River.
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River Flow Forecast
Kyle Dittmer, critfc hydrologist/meteorologist

The May 15 update from NOAA’s National 
Weather Service indicated another big snowmelt 
pulse, caused by recent very warm temperatures, 
had caused tributary rivers to rise. This was the 
second and largest peak flow in the lower Columbia 
and places it well over the historical average 
flow for those dates. The expected peak flow at 
Bonneville Dam is 360,000 cubic feet per second 
(cfs). This flow is 80% of bank-full conditions. 
That means river currents will speed up and river 
conditions could be dangerous for fishers so please 
be careful and as always, remember to wear a 
life jacket. From here on in, the river will begin 
receding to lower summer flows.   

River Level Fluctuations
The tribes have agreements with the Corps of 

Engineers promising that river fluctuations will not 
be greater than 1½ feet during any tribal fishery. 
Despite this, CRITFC has received some reports 

of river fluctuations during the spring ceremonial 
fishery that were more than the agreed-upon 
maximum. If you notice a fluctuation of more than 
1½ feet during a fishing period, please contact 
CRITFC (503-238-0667) and note which pool and 
the date and time of the problem. By providing 
specific information to the Corps, we hope to 
ensure that they honor their commitments to 
the tribes and address any problems in their dam 
operations. 

No Fishers Expo This Year
Due to budget constraints, there will be no 

Columbia River Indian Fishers Expo this year. Look 
for a mailing in the fall asking for your thoughts 
and ideas on options and changes to the event that 
would allow us to hold this event in the future. 
Many of the classes and trainings that were held 
at the Expo will still take place, but throughout 
the year. These trainings will be announced in the 
Dipnetter and in the Fisher Services section of the 
CRITFC website. 

Umatilla

Kathryn Brigham, CRITFC  
chairwoman
James Marsh · Ken Hall  
Vince Sohappy · Chris Williams
(541) 276-3165

Nez Perce

Joel Moffett, CRITFC vice-chairman 
Brooklyn Baptiste · Albert Barros  
Anthony Johnson · Dan Kane  
 Leotis McCormack · McCoy Oatman 
Samuel Penney · Gary Dorr  
Quintin Ellenwood · Erik Holt · Herb 
Jackson · Timothy Wheeler
(208) 843-2253

Warm Springs

 
Bruce Jim, CRITFC secretary 
Leslie Bill · Rafael Queahpama 
Ryan Smith · Emerson Squiemphen 
Donnie Winishut, Sr
(541) 553-3257

Yakama

 
Gerald Lewis, CRITFC treasurer
Raymond Colfax · Richard George · 
Johnny Jackson · Sam Jim Sr 
Virgil Lewis Sr · Wilbur Slockish Jr
(509) 865-5121

The sea lion trap at The 
Dalles Marina. The orange 

netting surrounding the trap 
is to try to force the sea lions 

at the marina to pull out in 
the trap and not on the pier. 
So far the trap has been un-
successful in catching any of 

the sea lions that are stuck 
in the Bonneville Pool.

photo by Bobby Begay



2013 Spring and Summer Salmon Run and Fishery Update
Stuart Ellis, critfc fish mgmt. dept.

Spring Season fisheries
The U.S. v. Oregon Technical Advisory Com-

mittee downgraded the spring chinook run from 
the pre-season forecast of 141,400 to 107,500.  
Because the Columbia River fishery is managed 
according to an abundance-based harvest rate 
schedule, the number of upriver spring chinook 
available for the treaty and non-treaty fishery was 
set at 15,910 fish to be split 50/50 between the 
two groups. This was a lot less than what would 
have been available had the run been as high 
as forecast. The total tribal mainstem catch has 
reached its harvest limit, resulting in the tribes 
making the decision to close the spring fishery, 
including the Zone 6 platform and hook-and-line 
fishery. 

At the time of publication, the non-treaty fish-
ery was still open, as it had harvested only 5,493 
of its share of 7,955 fish. 

As of May 17, the preliminary tribal spring 
harvest was:

 ˠ Hook-and-line fishery downstream of 
Bonneville: 2,980

 ˠ Zone 6 platform and hook-and-line fishery 
catch: 1,180

 ˠ Ceremonial permit harvest: 4,090

The tribes have prioritized spring fisheries for 
Ceremonial and Subsistence use which is why they 
did not choose to allow fishers to sell their catch. 

If the counts at Bonneville were to pick up 
some, it might be possible that the run would be 
revised upward enough to get the tribal fishery 
open again at some point before the summer man-
agement period begins on June 16. At press time 
it is unclear when or if that might happen. 

Summer Season fisheries
The pre-season Upper Columbia summer chinook 
forecast is for just over 73,000 fish at the Colum-
bia River mouth. The sockeye forecast is for just 
over 180,000 fish at the mouth.  Based on these 
forecasts, there should be pretty good commercial 
fishing opportunity in the summer season. The 
tribes have not set summer fisheries yet, but will 
make these decisions soon.   

 A continuously updated fish count and graphs 
for all the Columbia and Snake mainstem dams is 
on the CRITFC homepage (www.critfc.org). Fish-
ery announcements are also posted to the CRITFC 
website in the Fisher Services section as well as on 
CRITFC’s Facebook page. To have the latest fish-
ery information delivered to you via text message, 
follow the subscription information on the back 
page of this newsletter.   
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Spring Chinook Daily Return Count at Bonneville Dam
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CRITFC Officers Honored with National 
Awards

The Native American Fish and Wildlife Society honored two 
CRITFC patrol officers at its annual conference. Officer Jerrod 
Daniel [left] received the Chief Sealth Award and Officer Russell 
Spino [right] was named the Conservation Officer of the Year 
for 2013. Their awards represent the first time two individuals 
from the same organization have been recognized in the same 
year for their dedication and achievements. The awards were 
presented on May 8 during the NAFWS annual conference in 
Scottsdale, AZ. 
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Text “critfc” 
to the number 
55958 to start 
getting fishery 
announcements 
on your cell phone.

It’s free!

In the Pacific Northwest, salmon are one of the 
culturally irreplaceable First Foods, thus anything that 
could harm them must be examined with the greatest of 
care. The tribes are extremely concerned about genetically 
engineered Atlantic salmon being approved for use in the 
United States.

Over the years, we have spent considerable effort 
promoting programs to rebuild Columbia River Basin 
salmon stocks. Allowing the production of genetically 
engineered Atlantic salmon could threaten all the work 
that has been accomplished in rebuilding the native fish 
that are central to our cultures.

Genetically engineered fish are not a product of the 
natural environment. Pen-reared Atlantic salmon have 
already escaped into British Columbia and Puget Sound 
rivers and streams. Atlantic salmon have been observed 
in fisheries and juveniles have been observed in streams, 
indicating successful natural spawning. Even though the 
genetically engineered Atlantic salmon are designed to 

be sterile, there is no guarantee that the 
sterilization process will be 100% effective. 
The risk might be small, but any risk of 
establishing populations of genetically 
engineered fish in the natural environment is 
unacceptable.

If these salmon are allowed to be sold to 
the public, it is essential that they be clearly 
labeled as genetically modified. A clearly labeled product 
will help provide fairness in the marketplace with the wild 
caught salmon from tribal fisheries.

The tribes feel that the potential risks associated with 
genetically modified salmon are deeply troubling. The 
concept of modifying the nature of the salmon that has 
nurtured our peoples for millennia is deeply disturbing. 
We will do all we can to reject both the production and the 
consumption of genetically modified fish. 

Paul Lumley
Yakama

Genetically Engineered Salmon CRITFC Executive Director’s Message


